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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 11/10/2005 was filed 
after the filing date of the instant application on 12/4/2003. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner is 
considering the information disclosure statement. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2 and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Gorbatov et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792.617). 

Referring to claim 1, Gorbatov discloses an information processing apparatus for 
processing program content data and program information data associated with a 
television broadcast program received via receiving means (see Figure 1 and Column 
2, Line 56 through Column 3, Line 5 for a set-top box/information processing 
apparatus receiving program content data/television programs and program 
information/ATVEF enhanced content from a receiving means/headend). 
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Gorbatov also discloses display control means for displaying information on 
display means on the basis of the program information data such that when a program 
includes a plurality of sub-programs, sub-program information associated with sub- 
programs is displayed on the display means (see Column 4, Lines 27-41 and Lines 
58-61). 

Gorbatov also discloses processing means for performing a specified process on 
sub-program content data of a sub-program included in the program content data 
received by the receiving means (see Column 4, Lines 61-65 and Column 5, Lines 6- 
8). 

Gorbatov also discloses timer-controlled automatic operation setting means for 
specifying a sub-program indicated by the sub-program information displayed on the 
display means and setting timer-controlled automatic operation for the specified sub- 
program such that the specified process is to be performed on the specified sub- 
program at a specified time (see Column 5, Lines 17-26). 

Referring to claim 2, Gorbatov discloses that the particular process is displaying 
or recording of the sub-program content (see again Column 4, Lines 61-65 and 
Column 5, Lines 6-8 in conjunction with Column 5, Lines 17-26). 

Referring to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 1 and further note Column 2, 
Line 59 through Column 3, Line 64. 
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Referring to claim 1 1 , see the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Cl^im 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gorbatov 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,617) in view of Potrebic (U.S. Patent No. 6,798,971). 

Referring to claim 3, Gorbatov discloses all of the limitations in claim 1, as well as 
a first mode in which the program information is displayed but the sub-program 
information is not displayed (see Column 4, Lines 58-62), and a second mode in which 
sub-program information is displayed (see Column 4, Lines 63-66), the display control 
means being capable of switching the displaying mode between the first mode and the 
second mode (see again Column 4, Lines 63-66 for the user selecting the 
transition from the first mode to the second mode). 

Gorbatov is silent as to the details of the listings of events, therefore Gorbatov 
does not teach displaying program infomriation together with sub-program information. 

Potrebic discloses displaying program infomriation together with sub-program 
Information (see Column 13, Lines 18-25 and Figure 7). 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG that displays program information and sub- 
program information, by displaying program information and sub-program information 
simultaneously, for the purpose of allowing a viewer to quickly and easily view the 
segment of Interest (see Column 2, Lines 35-37 of Potrebic). 

Claims 7-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gorbatov et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,617) in view of Lemmons 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,481,011)). 

Referring to claim 7, Gorbatov discloses an information processing apparatus for 
receiving television broadcast program data and processing it (see Column 2, Lines 
59-65). 

Gorbatov also discloses acquisition means for, when a program data including a 
plurality of sub-program data is received as the television broadcast program data, 
acquiring sub-program data including at least one of video data, audio data, and text 
data and also acquiring information associated with sub-programs from the received 
program data (see again Column 2, Lines 59-65 and further note Column 4, Lines 
62). 

Gorbatov also discloses display means for displaying a screen on the basis of 
the sub-program information acquired by the acquisition means (see Column 4, Line 
56 through Column 5, Line 1). 
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Gorbatov fails to teach that each of the sub-programs is colored in accordance 
with a genre of the sub-program determined on the basis of the sub-program 
information. 

Lemmons discloses a colored EPG guide (see Abstract and Figures 6-7), 
where each program is colored according to genre (see Figure 7). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to modify the 
EPG with program and sub-program information, as taught by Gorbatov, using the 
colored EPG, as taught by Lemmons, for the purpose of providing a program guide that 
can more accurately highlight programming of the type the user likes (see Column 1, 
Lines 57-59 of Lemmons). 

Referring to claim 8, see the rejection of claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 9, see the rejection of claims 1-2. 
Referring to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 7. 
Referring to claims 12-14, see the rejection of claim 7. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jason P Salce 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2623 



September 4, 2007 




